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Chapter 1
Paulls Encounter With the Exalted Lord

Exalted Lord, reigning high,
Over earth, over sky,

Exalted King, on Your Throne,
Glorious grace and mercy shown,
Exalted Christ, crucified,
Defeating death to bring us life,
Savior, Friend, so much more, Exalted Lord.

Lyrics from "Exalted Lord"
by Amy Branson Fata

Which figures from recent history are considered by many to have had a réssfallowing?
What characteristics do most $al messiahs share?

Saul the Persecutor
According to Acts 7:553, how did Stephen characterize his persecutors (including Saul)? How
did he characterize their treatment of Jesus?

Which characterizations might apply to people today who reject Jesus?

What caoclusions about Jesus did Stephen want Saul and his other persecutors to draw on the
basis of his statement in Acts 7:567?

A Dramatic Change

Throughout these verses, Saul uses the language of an investor. What OinvestmentsO had Saul
included in his lifeQortfolio prior to seeing Jesus on the Damascus Road?

What OinvestmentsO are you including right now in the OportfolioO of your own life?
Jesus Is Alive!

Based on what you know of SaulOs life prior to his experience on the road to Damascus, what
would yousay it means to live in spiritual darkness?



How do the following verses connect the resurrection of Jesus with his exaltation?

a. Acts 5:3132

b. Acts 5:2932

c. Acts 10:3HA3

d. 1 Corinthians 15:128
e. Colossians 3:1

Jesus the Highly Exalted Christ of God

Beforeyou begarthis study, what came to your mind when you read or heard the title OLordO
used in reference to Jesus? At this point in the study, what would you say to others to summarize
what OLordO means?

What Bible verses used in this chapter stantithe most to you?
Now that you completed Chapter 1, describe how you hope God might use this study in your life?
Try restating your answer to the previous question in the form of a prayer.

Endnotes

1 Acts 5:36

2 Josephus

3 Acts 5:28

4 Acts 5:3031

5 Acts 5:3839

6 Acts 26:9

7 See Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; and 24:14, 22. In thedestury A.D., followers of Jesus became known as
followers of Othe WayO before they became known as OChristiansO.
8 Acts 6:8

9Acts 8:1

10Acts 8:3

11 Acts 26:11

12 Acts 9:122

13 Acts 9:1

14 Acts 9:3

15Acts 9:4

16 Acts 9:9

17 Philippians 3:414

18 Acts 94-5

19 Acts 26:26

20 Acts 23:6

21 Bruce, F.F. (1977). Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. ErdmannOs Publishing Co., 117.
22 See Roman 10:20



Chapter 2
This Same Jesus

With basin in hand, You bent to the floor
Washing their feet, a servant's chore
You were not the king they thought You would be
No robe, no crown, no majesty

You bent the knee with me in mind
Humility, the purest kind
King of kings serving man

You bent the knee so | could stand

Lyrics from "You Bent the Knee"
by Amy Branson Fata

The Humiliation of the Historical Jesus

Read through Luke chapters 1 and 2. Wither indications of humility do you find in the
circumstances related to JesusO birth?

How does what is said about people like John the Baptist, Simeon, and Anna also contribute to
the theme of humility?

A Powerful Example

How do the following verses adiol our understanding of the overall emphasis on humility found
in Scripture?

2 Samuel 22:28

2 Chronicles 7:14
2 Chronicles 33:23
Psalm 18:27
Psalm 147:6
Psalm 149:4
Proverbs 3:34
Isaiah 66:2



Heart and Will Closely Connected

ReadMatthew 15:1€20. How dos this teaching describe the role that the heart plays in regard
to a personOs behavior and moral choices?

What other Scripture verses refer to the role of the heart in spiritual matters or moral choices?

(Use a concordance dible software if necessaryhich of these verses stand out to you? Why
?

What is your heart telling you now to humbly confess about Jesus?

Luke’s Side-By-Side Focus on the Exalted Jesus

How would you describe what happens at JesusO return to an unbeliever? What might you say to
them about JesusO exaltation in relation to that event?

Describe how OwaitingO for the LordOs return should impact a believerQOs life?
What is the significance of calling the hope of JesusO return a OblessedO hope (Titus 1:13)?

How does the hope of Jesus@rreimpact your life personally on a déy-day basis?

Endnotes

1 Or that there is something true of the one and fabricated of the other
2 John 16:28

3 Luke 22:69. See also Hebrews=l-13. Jesus being "seated at the right hand of the mighty God" indicates His
exaltation, not just the Father's satisfaction with His payment for our sin.
4 Luke 1:4648

5 Leviticus 12:67

6 Leviticus 12:8

7 Luke 2:2224

8 Luke 18:1

9 Philippians 2:5

101 Peter 5:6

11 Luke 2:3435

12 Psalm 27:8

13 Philippians 2:1a11

14 Romans 10:90

15Acts 1.1

16 Luke 1:3

17 Acts 1:2

18 See, br example, Hebrews 13

19Luke 18:14

20Acts 1:2



21 Acts 1:3

22 See Luke 24:1:35
23Acts 1:6

24 Acts 1:9

25Acts 1:10

26 Acts 1:11

27 Luke 22:69



Chapter 3
Hearts Burning Within Us

All that my heart deemed as true, now | realize
Was just a glimpse of the real You, my eternal Prize
My heart, my mind, change it all from what | knew before
Forgive my making You so small, my exalted Lord

Lyrics from "Under Your Lordship"
by Amy Branson Fata

How else might you describe the intense thoughts atidge®f a person whose heart is
burning because of their encounters with Jesus?

According to Luke 24:135, what specific thing did Jesus do that resulted in the eyes of the
disciples being opened? Why would that specific thing have had such an impact?

The Ideal "Man From Heaven"

Read Isaiah chapters 688. What similar descriptions of the kingOs person and rule do you find
there? Make a list below of at least 10 quoting what is written and referencing the specific
chapter and verse:

PO ~NoOrwNE

Other Examples of Hearts Burning Within

Refer to Mathew 8:122. What is the significance of Jesus not allowing some people to follow
him? Can you think of any other NT examples of Jesus turning someone away from following
him?



Use two or liree sentences to tell the story of someone you know who gave up something
significant to associate with Jesus.

Intrinsic Value and Bargains

How is JacobOs experience of wrestling with God (Genesis- 3Py 2imilar to what happened
at Bethel? What diffences do you see?

Are there any actual places that you associate with some specific blessing from God on your
life? If so, use a few words to describe them and the story behind the blessings.

Jesus and Nathanael

Identify at least three other persons ointls that you might be tempted to make a treasure of
your heart?

Relate a personal story of something extreme you have done in the past in order to possess an
earthly treasure.

The Emmaus-bound Disciples

The hearts of people always respond favorablytatwhey treasure most. Do you agrer
disagree? Why or why no@an you think of any specific Scripture to support this statement?

What are the treasures of your heart? Describe what you do to shower them with honor and
attention? What is the most extremhing you have done to acquire an earthly treasure?

Read Matthew 6:1221. How would you summarize the points Jesus made about earthly
treasures in these verses?

Endnotes

1 Luke 24:13
2 Luke 24:27
3 Luke 24:31
4 Luke 24:32
5 Luke 24:26
6 1 Corinthians 15:47



7 The quoted words that follow in this and the next two paragraphs are foBsdlin 72:120.
8 John 1:41

9 John 1:42

10 Matthew 13:447

11 Genesis 28:12. See Genesis 28 I(or the entire story.
12 Genssis 28:1213

13 Genesis 28:14

14 Genesis 28:17

15 Ibid.

16John 1:47

17 John 1:49

18John 1:50

19 Luke 24:33

20 Luke 1:4649

21 Luke 24:5053

22 Luke 24:52



Chapter 4
Defeat of His Enemies

All power's been given into His hand
Each hour, every minute, at His command
Reigning victorious, a the Father's side
Sin and death and unbelief, now crucified

Lyrics from "All Power"
by Amy Branson Fata

What images come to mind when you think of someoneOs enemies becoming a footstool?

What contrast might you draw between the fate of JesusO enemies and the description of
believers noted by the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians -2:62

Footstools and Utter Defeat

Read Hebrews 1 and 2. Make a list of the references to JesusO exaltati@ahfaanain these
two chapters. Note both the specific word or phrase used and the verse in which it is found.

Why does the writer of Hebrews go to such lengths to establish JesusO position as the exalted
Lord?

Enemies of the Exalted Lord

What other exames can you find in the Scriptures of demonic and human champions ofE
Sin?

Death?

Unbelief?

What means do demonic and human champions of sin, death, and unbelief use today in
opposition to the Lord? Share an illustration with your answer.



Unlimited Explosive Power

What emphasis do the following verses place on power in the life and ministry of believers in
Christ?

a. Romans 1:16

b. 2 Corinthians 4:7

c. 2 Corinthians 9:8 (OableO is OpowerfulO)
d. 2 Corinthians 12:9

e. Ephesians 1:121

f. Ephesians 3:1-21

g. Philippians 3:10

h. 2 Timothy 1:7

i. 2 Peter 1:3

Which verse or set of verses is especially meaningful to you? Why?

Surpassing Greatness

What percentage of your life as a believer do you live in conscious, active reliance on the LordOs
power? What mighhelp you to grow in your reliance on the LordOs power? What Scripture
might you use as you answer these questions?

Identify an area of your life for which the power of Christ is needed? What role does obedience
and organization play in your experiencevadditing on the Lord for his provision of power?

Endnotes

1Acts 1:13

2Acts 1:11

3 Acts 1:11

4 Acts 2:33

5 Acts 2:29

6 Acts 2:29

7 Acts 2:3436

8 Psalm 2:2, 6, 10

9 Psalm 2:8, 2,9
10Hebrews 1:9

11 Psalm 110:1

12 Hebrews 2:68; Psalm 8:6
131 Corinthians 15:26
14 Psalm 2:2

15 Luke 22:67

16 Luke 22:69

17 Psalm 2:12

18Acts 1:8

19 Philippians 3:8

20 Philippians 3:10



21 Acts 1:14
22 Acts 1:15
23 Acts 1:26
24 Acts 1:26
25 Acts 1:2425



Chapter 5
Victory Over Unbelief

Be gone unbelief, my Savior is near
And for my relief will surely appear
By prayer let me wrestle, He will perform
With Christ in the vessel, | smile at the storm
Be gone unbelief, and sin no longer reign
I count all things loss, knowing Christ is gain

Lyrics from "The Conqueror's Song"
by Amy Branson Fata

What specific person or people group are you praying for or encouraging to beli¢ve on
Lord?

How would you describe the stronghold that unbelief has in the case of this person (these
persons)?

Turn To Me and Be Saved

What other verses can you think of that clearly indicate GodOs intent for people from every
nation to hear of the Lordral his salvation? Select two and write them out in the space below:

According to Acts 2:4 and 17 respectively, to whom do Luke and Peter attribute the use of
different languages among the apostles to Odeclare the wonders of God?O What light do the
following verses shed on this experience?

a. Acts 1:8

b. 1 Corinthians 12:13

Responding With Amazement

Read Luke 4:180. How did Jesus respond to the amazement of the people in the synagogue?
What is the significance of his response? Can you think of anyaxtbasions when he
responded to someoneOs amazement?

Look up the following verses and then record the response directed toward JesusO words or
deeds:
a. Matthew 8:513



b. Matthew 8:180
c. Matthew 8:2122
d. Matthew 8:2327

Read Luke 8:118. Which type ddoil corresponds best to a response of mere OamazementO at
JesusO words or deeds?

Rejection

How does this account and PaulOs experience on Mars prepare us for our own encounters with
mockers?

What does 1 Peter 3:B3 add to our understanding of mockersldmow to respond to them?

Three Thousand Saved

Why should the conversions of the 3000 be considered a remarkable triumph over unbelief?

What relative, friend, cavorker, or acquaintance of yours would you consider to be a
remarkable trophy of the LordGsaer over unbelief if they were to profess faith in Jesus?

Read Ephesians 2:10. Why should every believer, including yourself, be considered a
remarkable trophy of the LordOs power over unbelief?

Just Another Footstool

How do the conversion stories of Aeneas, Tabitha, and Cornelius from Acts 9 and 10 differ
from the 3000 who were saved on the Day of Pentecost? What types or categories of people do
each of these represent as other potential trophies of the exalted Lord’s power over unbelief?

What encousgement does the story in this lesson, along with verses such as Romans 1:16 and
Colossians 1:6, offer us with regard to our duty to share the Gospel.

Share an example, either from your own conversion or an experience witnessing, of the exalted
LordOs powever unbelief.



Endnotes

1 lIsaiah 53:1

2 Luke 18:2325

3 Acts 2:1

4 Leviticus 23:1618
5 Leviticus 23:19
6 Leviticus 23:21
7 Acts 2:16

8 Howard, Kevin, and Marvin J. Rosenthal. The Feasts of the Lord. Orlando, FL: Zion's Hope, 1997.
9 Ezekiel 711

10 Howardand Rosenthal
11 Ezekiel 1:4ff
12 Acts 2:3
13Acts 2:11

14 Isaiah 45:2224
15Acts 2.7
16Acts 2:12

17 Luke 9:43
18Acts 2:13

19 Acts 17:3234
20 Acts 2:15

21 Acts 2:712

22 Acts 2:14

23 Acts 2:17

24 Acts 2:19

25 Acts 2:20

26 Acts 2:21

27 Acts 2:2233
28 Acts 2:23

29 Acts2:37
30Acts 2:38

31 Acts 2:21

32 Acts 2:38

33 Acts 2:39

34 Acts 2:41

35 Acts 2:47

36 Acts 16:13

37 Colossians 1:6



Chapter 6
Victory Over Sin

Save me from myself, for | am fallen
Cast my wicked ways into the sea
In the midst of darkness, You come callin'
Your light of truth shines over me

Savior, come, save
Healer, come, heal
Lord, come, reign

Save, heal, reign

Lyrics from "Save, Heal, Reign"
by Amy Branson Fata

Why was Barnabas perfectly suited for the role he played as an emissary to Antioch? See Acts
5:36-37; 9:2627; 1Cor. 9:6.

Take a moment to reflect on how your life has changed since you became a believer in Christ.
How would you describe your own personal transformation?

Sin's Reign in Antioch

Read Acts 1-19. What references to idolatry, immorality, and paganisthe cities of
Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus do you find?

Turning to the Lord from Sin

Look up the word OsanctificationO in a Bible dictionary. Write the definition below. Describe
your personal experience with GodOs work of samtidit

What biblical evidence is there to indicate that everyone has been impacted by original sin?

What specifically does Paul tell believers to OknowO, to OcountO, and to Ooffer® in Romans 6?
What practical steps might someone take to put this strategypractice?



Powerful Spiritual Forces

What is the most severe form of opposition to the Gospel you have ever faced? How did you deal
with it?

Some Christians respond to opposition to their faith withas=isorship. How would you advise
another beliegr to overcome the temptation of seghsorship when the Gospel message seems
unpopular or unwelcome?

Day-to-day Victory

What are some of the victories over sin you personally have experienced as a Olittle ChristO?

Make a list of at least ten Oresourc@$@our heart. Be sure to include ones that lie outside of
your body, but which are still within the command and control of your heart. Which are you now
using to confess OJesus is LordO? What steps might you take to experience even more victory
through e SpiritOs empowerment?

Endnotes

1 Acts 11:20

2 Acts 11:21

3 Acts 11:22

4 Acts 11:24

5 Acts 11:26 and 9:15
6 Kondoleon, Christine. Antioch: The Lost Ancient City. Princeton, NJ, University Press, 2000, 9.
7 Ibid, 11.

8 Ibid.

9 Ibid.

101bid., 17.

11 Acts 11:20

12 Acts 11:21

13 Acts 11:26:

14 Romans 5:12. The definite article "the" appears before the word "sin" in the original language of the New
Testament
15Romans 7:20

16 Romans 6:111.3

17 Romans 6:114

18 Acts 19:23

19 Acts 19:27

20 Acts 19:28

21 Ibid.

22 Acts 19:1720

23 Romans 10:940
241 Corinthians 12:3
25 Philippians 1:6






Chapter 7
Victory Over Death

To the brokenhearted, You are near
And in Your presence | will not fear
If I will call out to You with praise on my tongue
Then in my heart the battle's already won
There is a purpose to this pain
My suffering is not in vain

There is eternal meaning to my despair
Though it may seem more than | can bear

Lyrics from "To the Brokenhearted"
by Amy Branson Fata

According to Acts 5:41, why did the apostles go away from the Sanhedrin OrejoicingO after they
were flogged?

What is so honorable about suffering foe Name of the Lord?

Describe some episode of your own personal suffering because of the Name of the Lord? What
strategies did you employ to not give up or give in?

A Great Wave of Persecution

How would you describe the role that Scripture reading meditation play in relieving
suffering?

Share three favorite verses or passages you turn to for relief from pain and suffering?

Why do you think Psalm 23 is such a favorite for so many people in reference to death and
suffering?

The Exalted Lord In Control

What do the following verses indicate about the possible meanings of pain and suffering?
a. John 16:21-22



b. Luke 8:13

¢. Romans 5:1-4

d. James 1:2-8

e. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Purpose and Meaning

What other biblical examples are there of men and worh&wod who endured suffering? How
did the Lord communicate to them or through them that He cared and was in control?

Other than Jesus, can you think of any examples historically of the Lord gaining victory through
the death of one of his own?

How would youanswer someone who questions whether the Lord cares about his or her
suffering?

Endnotes

1Acts 5:12

2 Acts 5:16

3 Acts 4:18

4 Acts 5:19

5 Acts 5:21

6 Acts 5:40

7 Acts 6:8

8 Acts 7:58

9 Acts 7:5860

10Acts 8:1

11 Acts 8:3

121 Corinthians 15:26
13 See Acts 5 compared to Actgl3
14 See Acts & compared to Acts 9
15Acts 6:10

16 Acts 7:56

17 Acts 7:57

18 Acts 5:33

19 Acts 5:34,40

20Acts 9:2; 26:13

21 Acts 9:8

22 Acts 9:1112

23 Acts 9:18

24 2 Corinthians 11:228
25Acts 9:1516

26 Acts 9:16

27 Acts 9:4



Chapter 8
Present Among Us

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds in a believer's ear
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives away our fear
Jesus, O Jesus, It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives away our fear

Lyrics from "How Sweet the Name"
by John Newton

What other promisesfdesusO evpresence can you recall from the New Testament?

What does it mean to you to know that Jesus is Owith youO?

The Lord's Ever-presence and Personal Involvement

How did the Lord make his evpresence and power known (a) in the choice of a oepleent
for Judas in Acts 1:126; and (b) in the result of the prayer meeting in Acts 823

List examples from the Old Testament of JehovahQpresence and powdeing represented
similarly?

The Angel of the Lord

List other mentions of Othe wastiGodO in the Book of Acts, noting how they too point to the
everpresence, power, and personal involvement of the exalt Lord in orchestrating the defeat of
his enemies.

What examples from recent history can you give of the power of the message alsoovdes
the attempts of men to destroy it or to silence the ones who proclaim it?

According to Matthew 5:11, what resources are available to those who are persecuted? What
does this mean when the word itself is under attack?



An Angel of God and Cornelius

What correlation do you see between Matthew 1:203nd the story of Peter and Cornelius?
Describe the role that Jesus played in both accounts?

What personal illustration can you give of the exalted Lord OcoordinatingO your encounter with
someone else fahe sake of the Gospel?

The Name of Jesus

What does it mean when a believer today says or does something Oin JesusO NameO?

What other Bible verses can you think of that tell believers something to do in the Name of
Jesus?

Which Bible verses that speakJasusO personal involvement in our lives with his presence and
power are your favorites? Why so?

How has your awareness of JesusO presence, power, and personal involvement in your life been
changed by this part of the study?

Endnotes

1John 13:33, 36

2 Matthew 28:20

3 Luke 21:12

4 Luke 21:1415

5Acts 6:1011

6 Acts 16:14

7 Acts 9:16

8 Acts 18:910

9 The story of Ananias and Sapphira will be taken up in Chapter 9
10 My thoughts on the various ways in which the Lord's presence is mediated in the Book of Adswetreged
out of my reading "The Character and Purpose of Luke's Christology” by Douglas Buckwalter.
11 Acts 12:7,11

12 Acts 12:21

13 Acts 12:23

14 Acts12:23a

15Acts 12:23b

16 Acts 12:24

17 Acts 10:16

18Acts 11:14

19 Acts 3:2

20 Acts 3:6

21 Acts 3:8

22 Acts 4.5



23 Acts 4.7

24 Acts 19:14
25Acts 19:11, 13
26 Acts 19:15

27 Acts 19:16

28 Acts 19:17

29 Acts 3:14, 21
30Acts 4:810
31Acts 11:14

32 Matthew 28:20



Chapter 9
Living Under the Lordship of Jesus

I do desire to live for You
Exalted One, Your will to do
Let my frail heart stay within Your grasp
And find in You a hope steadfast

I give my home, I give my life
For You to mold, for You to write
Surrendered now to a life complete
Filled with Your pow', laid at Your feet
I will obey and I'll believe
Your Word of truth spoken to me
And in the hour it is put to test
In You alone, I'll find my rest

Lyrics from "A Life Complete"
by Amy Branson Fata
Testing the Lord
Read Ralms 78 and 106. Note the verses that refer to IsraelOs experiences with testing the

presence of the Lord. What observations can you make from these psalms?

Read 1 Timothy 5:6. How would you describe the life of someone who is Odead even while he or
she lvesO?

Describe what it feels like to doubt the presence of the Lord. What specific steps can be taken to
counteract a failure to sense his presence and the feelings that go with such?

Life to the Full

How does what Jesus said in Matthew 5:10 and 6:33yapphe theme of this lesson?
Describe in your own words what difference the presence of Jesus makes in your life?

How would you advise someone to develop a sense of the LordOs presence in his or her life?



What About You?

How would you answer someone vetzad: OIf | put Jesus first in my lifélwmy finances (or
talents or ime), | wonOt be able to liveO?

Exactly what is your heart prompting you to confess and pursue in regard to Jesus as the exalted
Lord of Lords?

Endnotes

11 Corinthians 15:24
2 Colossians 3P
3 Philippians 1:20
4 Philippians 3:12
5John 10:10

6 Acts 5:311

7 Acts4:32

8 Acts 5:10

9 Acts 5:34
10Acts 5:9

11 Exodus 17:417
12 Exodus 17:7
13 Exodus 17:4
14 1bid.

15 Numbers 11:33
16 Numbers 11:1
17 Acts 1:8
18Acts 5:11
19Acts 5:3

20 Acts5:29

21 Acts 5:14

22 Acts 5:17

23 Acts 5:18

24 Acts 5:28
25Acts 5:19

26 Acts 5:20

27 Acts 5:21

28 Acts 5:29

29 2 Corinthians 9:8
30 Philippians 3:8
31 Matthew 6:24
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